" we will never cease to strike," november 9, 1940
remains that at the present time all we have got to show is survival
and increasing strength and an inflexible will to win.
The outside world which a little while ago took only a moderate
view of our prospects, now believes that Britain will survive. But
between immediate survival and lasting victory there is a long road
to tread. In treading it, we shall show the world the perseverance
and steadfastness of the British race and the glorious resilience and
flexibility of our ancient institutions.
Let me remind you that, in spite of all the blows we have
endured and under all the burdens we bear, and amid so many
deadly threats, we have not abandoned one jot of any of our obli-
gations or undertakings towards the captive and enslaved countries
of Europe or towards any of those countries which still act with us.
On the contrary, since we have been left alone in this world
struggle we have re-affirmed or defined more precisely all the
causes of all the countries with whom or for whom we drew the sword
—Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Holland, Belgium;
greatest of all, France ; latest of all, Greece. For all of these we will
toil and strive, and our victory will supply the liberation of them all.
The week that has now ended has brought us a message from
across the ocean, a message of the highest encouragement and good
cheer during the protracted tumult and controversy of the Presi-
dential Election. Everyone in this island—Parliament, Ministers,
the Press, the public—discreetly abstained from the slightest
expression of opinion about the domestic, political, and party
conflicts of the great democracy of the United States.
We were deeply touched by the words of kindness and goodwill
and the promises of material aid which were uttered by Mr. Willkie
on behalf of the Republican Party, which he captained so ably. But
I am sure it will give no offence, now that all is over, if I offer in the
name of H.M. Government, and, if you will allow me, my Lord
Mayor, in the name of the citizens of London, our most heartfelt
congratulations to the illustrious American statesman who has never
failed to give us a helpirig hand, and who now, in the supreme crisis,
has achieved the unprecedented mark of American confidence of
being chosen for the third time to lead his mighty people forward on
their path.
The help that we have been promised by the United States
takes the form at the present time of a most abundant sharing with
us of the fruits of the gigantic munitions production which has now
been set on foot throughout the matchless workshops, furnaces,
and foundries of the United States. This has no doubt been done
primarily because our stubborn and unwavering resistance here will

